Progressive appearance of overlap syndrome together with autoantibodies in a patient with fatal thrombotic microangiopathy.
We describe an extraordinary patient with overlap syndrome (systemic lupus erythematosus, systemic sclerosis, and rheumatoid arthritis) having positive autoantibodies against Sm, double stranded DNA, DNA topoisomerase I, and centromere, together with rheumatoid factor. The patient had multiple organ involvement resulting from thrombotic microangiopathy that mimicked so-called normotensive scleroderma renal crisis, and died mainly of massive pulmonary hemorrhage caused by thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura. The clinical presentations of the case support the concept of strong associations between disease-specific autoantibodies and clinical features.